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WHAT’S 
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Early herd pregnancy tests

• 7in1 vaccinations

• Calf BVD vaccinations

• Young stock trace minerals

SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER!

20% off Alpheus  
Anti-Parasitic Capsules
That’s just $15 per treatment!* 

*Excluding GST. Available while stocks last.

 GRANT FRASER

DO YOU WANT TO GROW BIGGER 
HEIFERS, WHILE SPENDING LESS TIME 
DRENCHING THEM?
• Bigger heifers – over 12Kg extra 

liveweight at end of first Autumn
• Less handling – no monthly 

drenching as lasts 125 days
• More flexibility – safe to use with 

zinc boluses 

We have a new exciting product 
called Alpheus, which has been 
launched onto the New Zealand 
market. It is a controlled release worm 
drench capsule that has given great 
results at preventing worm burdens 
in heifers during their first summer/
autumn for 125 days. Heifers treated 
with Alpheus have been shown to 
be over 12Kg LWT heavier at the end 
of their first Autumn compared to 
animals treated with a leading triple 
combination drench at monthly 
intervals. 

Alpheus is safe to use with all forms 
of Zinc including Face-Guard boluses. 
In some instances this saves 3 lots 
of extra handling of calves, saving 
you time as well as giving you more 
options around when to treat animals 
with Zinc boluses.

The one concern we have with 
all long-acting worm drenches is 
development of drench resistance. 
While this is still a concern, we are 
more comfortable with Alpheus than 
the use of long-acting Moxidectin 
type drenches that already exist on 
the market.

We suggest that anybody concerned 
about the growth rates of their calves,  
or the effectiveness of their drench 
regime contact the clinic to discuss 
with your vet ASAP. 



  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   November 2017 72kg DM/day 116mm 18C° 2428kg DM 132,000

   November 2016 74kg DM/day 111mm 18C° 2464kg DM 140,000 

 GREG JARRATT

THE POWER OF ACCURATELY 
MEASURING REPRODUCTIVE 
PERFORMANCE
It’s no secret, reproductive performance is one of the key drivers of farm 
productivity and profitability via days in milk, genetic gain and ability to 
cull or sell surplus, low value cows.

Further, maintaining a high level 
of reproductive performance is no 
easy feat with many factors capable 
of spoiling plans coming into play. 
Farmers that meet and exceed the 
industry target of > 78% 6 w ICR do 
so through significant planning and 
effort.

It is therefore very important that 
sufficient accurate data is available 
to farmers so they can review the 
fruits of their labour. In order to do so, 
we encourage farmers to book early 

herd pregnancy tests so that early AB 
results can be accurately confirmed. 
Leaving pregnancy testing until 6 
weeks after bull removal eliminates 
our ability to accurately age and 
confirm early mating dates.

Having accurate conception dates 
provides you with the information to 
evaluate key management decisions, 
allowing you to better refine on-farm 
policy to get the results you want. 
Early pregnancy testing is the best 
tool to provide this.
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 RHONA FRASER

FACIAL 
ECZEMA
Timing of treatment is critical 
and even more important this 
year as the traditional oral 
zinc treatments are predicted 
to nearly double in price this 
season.

A recent Waikato study of 
dairy herds found that only 
29% of cows receiving zinc 
supplementation are actually 
reaching zinc levels in the 
recommended protective range. 

Clinical cases are the tip of 
the iceberg; for every clinical 
case there will be 10 more 
subclinical cases which also 
incur costs through lost 
production and reduced live 
weight gain. 

Some of our herds have 
successfully used a combination 
of zinc via the water initially, 
followed by strategic use of 
Face-Guard to cover the period 
of highest challenge. 

Spore counts can vary 
massively between paddocks 
as well as between farms, so 
it is vital to monitor your own 
farm by collecting 4 samples 
from representative paddocks 
once regional spore counts 
start trending around 20,000 
spores/g pasture to effectively 
target your treatments. 

It is equally important to 
blood sample to make sure 
your program is working as 
expected. 

The BCF Ultrasound scanner in use by veterinarian Greg Jarratt


