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WHAT’S 
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Non-cycling treatments
• 7in1 vaccinations
• BVD vaccinations

MATING SPECIALS 
1x free bottle of tail paint for 
ever 30 non-cyclers treated at 
MVS during October..

COMING IN NOVEMBER 
Lameness Seminar and 
Client Christmas Party

STAFF CHANGES
After 28 years of service 
Peter Davidson will be 
retiring from clinical practice 
in November. In his time here 
at MVS, Pete has covered it 
all – horses, cattle, sheep and 
companion animals. Be sure to 
read our November Herd Scene 
with a special article on him. 
We wish Pete all the best with 
his new heifer-rearing project.

Joining the team is  
Tom Sarjant. Tom was a student 
with us approximately 6 years 
ago. He worked in a large 
animal practice in Winton after 
graduating and more recently 
has been travelling in South 
America, in between looking 
after dairy farms owned by 
kiwis over there.

 GRANT FRASER

COCCIDIOSIS IS A PROBLEM FACED BY 
EVERY FARMER 
Most people have seen ill-thrifty 
(poor looking) calves and possibly 
even bloody diarrhoea and deaths 
due to Coccidia. However, while most 
calves in the mob may not be showing 
obvious signs of infection, they’re 
unlikely to be performing as well as 
they should. This lost productivity 
can extend right through until they 
are heifers. 

So how do we stop this cycle of lost 
productivity? Many farmers feed 
calf meal containing a coccidiostat; 
however we can’t control how 
much, or how little they eat, and it 
stops working as soon as the calves 
go off the meal. This explains why 
observable cases of Coccidiosis mostly 
show up post-weaning. What’s 
needed is a coccidiocide (Baycox C) –  
a drug that kills Coccidia with a single 
dose, plus boosts the calf’s 
own immunity. 

This results in a healthier calf, 
stronger weight gain and fewer  
issues at grazing. 

The most effective and economic time 
to dose a mob with a coccidiocide 
is around one week before oocysts 
in the dung start to increase. Every 
farm environment is different, so 
what we can do is to test for Coccidia 
throughout the rearing period to 
determine what can’t be seen and 
then respond appropriately. 

To help our farmers and calf-rearers 
pick this ideal time to treat, we are 
offering FREE Coccidia testing. All 
we need are 5 individual poo samples 
and a bit of calf history and together 
we can work out the best way to fight 
Coccidia on your farm. 

To find out more, have a chat to your 
vet or call the clinic today.

Could your calves be affected by Coccidia?



  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   September 2017 61kg DM/day 206mm 12C° 2321kg DM 143,000

   September 2016 73kg DM/day 198mm 13C° 2250kg DM 161,000 
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ARE YOU PROACTIVE IN YOUR 
APPROACH TO BVD?
With each passing year we are seeing 
more farms having reduced exposure 
to BVD. This is great, as these farms 
will be having fewer health issues 
associated with BVD. However, they 
are also becoming at greater risk of a 
new introduction of the disease  
on farm.

A really cost effective way of 
minimising the risk of introducing 
BVD to your herd is to ensure your 
bulls and calves are vaccinated for 
BVD. 

Most farmers are well aware that 
their bulls should at the very least be 
tested for BVD before they arrive on 
farm. If you are not given a certificate 
showing the tag number of the animal 
you have bought/leased is BVD 
Antigen negative, then we suggest 
you get them tested before they are 
joined with the herd. We also strongly 
recommend vaccination of bulls with 
Hiprabovis to prevent them spreading 
BVD should the virus get on farm, 
as well as helping to prevent bulls 
developing respiratory disease

(e.g. catarrh) which can destroy their 
libido and sperm quality.

Calves going off farm for grazing are 
at risk of contracting BVD. Every 
year we experience a farm having 
an outbreak of BVD in their calves/ 
heifers. Typically this shows itself 
as an outbreak of scours and is often 
associated with infection of Yersinia 
at the same time. 

As the animals can be mixed with 
the odd beef (often bought from 
an unknown source) or dairy farm 
animal, it is impossible to be sure the 
others are not carrying BVD amongst 
them.

It is key to ensure animals off farm 
don’t bring BVD back to the farm by 
providing a booster BVD vaccination 
prior to mating. This ensures that 
BVD doesn’t cause poor conception 
rates, abortions or the birth of a 
Persistently Infected (PI) calf.

If you have any questions about 
BVD vaccination, please contact the 
clinic or talk to your vet.

CALF 
HEALTH 
PACKAGE
Successfully growing 
replacements for the herd is 
much easier said than done. 

It is therefore important to take 
a proactive approach to meet 
calves’ needs and ensure the 
impact of potential issues are 
minimised.

Both appropriate parasite 
management and provision of 
trace minerals (copper, selenium 
and Vitamin B12) are key to 
optimising weight gain.

Once calves are weaned and 
begin grazing pasture, they 
are exposed to gastrointestinal 
parasite larvae on the pasture 
and require regular drenching.

While good quality ryegrass 
is an excellent source of many 
nutrients for young growing 
stock, it doesn’t provide a 
sufficient amount of trace 
minerals to aid maximum 
growth rates.

That is why we are running 
a calf health special offering 
drenches and trace minerals 
at great prices. Please refer to 
the insert for further details.
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*Relates to trace mineral purchases for R1/R2s.



GIVE YOUR YOUNG STOCK 
A HEAD START WITH THE 
MVS CALF HEALTH KICK 
START PROGRAM
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HIGH RISK
LOW 
RISK

PLANNED 
DRENCH 

DATE

1ST 
ARREST C 

ORAL

At 
weaning

4 weeks 
after 

weaning

2ND  
ARREST C 

ORAL
+ 4 weeks + 4 weeks

3RD 
ARREST C 

ORAL
+ 4 weeks + 4 weeks

1ST 
ECLIPSE 

POUR-ON
+ 4 weeks + 4 weeks

2ND 
ECLIPSE 

POUR-ON
+ 6 weeks + 8 weeks

3RD 
ECLIPSE 

POUR-ON
+ 6 weeks + 8 weeks
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CALF DRENCHING PLAN

Purchase any Arrest C Oral and Eclipse Pour-On 
combination drenching plan – and receive 10% off all 
trace mineral supplements including B12 Selenium 
and Copper Bullets.
* Offer exclusive to MVS and available for a limited time while stocks last. 
Mineral supplements must be purchased in the same transaction as 
drench products. 
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